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The Oriental Institute 


Letter of Pope Pius XI to the V. Rev. Father Vlodimir 
Ledéchowski, General of the Society of Jesus, on the union of 
the Pontifical Oriental Institute uith the Pontifical Atheneum 
for Biblical Studies. 


Beloved Son, Health and Apostolic Benediction: 


UR Predecessor of happy memory, Benedict XV, 

founded at Rome, as you well know, the Pontifical 
Institute for the promotion of Oriental Studies. The end 
of this Institute is not merely that priests of the Latin rite 
may be formed by a fitting and adequate course to a 
knowledge of these studies, but that those of the Eastern 
Churches likewise may have a house of higher studies of 
their own, where they may be instructed in questions 
which more particularly concern the Church in the Ori- 
ent, and may supplement their usual curriculum by the 
addition of these courses. And here it is truly a pleas- 
ure for Us to pay well-merited honor to Our beloved 
son, Cardinal Nicholas Marini, as well as to Abbot Ilde- 
phonse Schuster, O.S.B. Both have indeed deserved 
well of this Institute. But the difficulties of the times 
prevented the headquarters of the Institute from being 
located, in the beginning, anywhere else than in the 
Apostolic “Hospizio dei Convertendi.” This building, 
however, situated near the Vatican, and far removed 
from the many colleges of the City, has been found 
poorly adapted for its purpose. In view of this circum- 
stance, the august Founder himself planned to transfer 
the Institute to another location. This plan of Our Pre- 
decessor We earnestly desire to see accomplished as soon 
as possible. Hence, considering that the Oriental and 
Biblical Institutes can greatly help and supplement each 
other, especially as some courses are common to both, 
and that the Biblical Institute has been most fortunate in 
finding a home favorably located in the center of the 
city, We wish and decree that the Oriental Institute be 
transferred to the home of the Biblical Institute. -Each 
Institute, however, will continue to work independently 
for its own peculiar end. We desire, moreover, that the 
order of studies in Our Atheneum be such, that all stu- 
dents, from whatever country, may avail themselves of the 
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splendid opportunity of gaining a deeper insight into 
those studies which relate to the East. And so, by these 
letters, We choose you, beloved son, for the carrying 
out of this plan, and wish the Oriental Institute to be 
entrusted to you, in the same way in which the Biblical 
Institute was assigned to the care of the Society of Jesus 
by Our Predecessor of happy memory, Pius X. When 
we consider the filial devotion of your religious family 
toward the Apostolic See, We feel assured that you will 
gladly comply with Our wish, and that you will hasten 
to execute it with that thoroughness which has been char- 
acteristic of your Order. This charge of Qurs, it is 
true, lays a new and heavy burden upon you; but We 
are fully confident that the treasures of knowledge and 
of strength of the Sacred Heart of Jesus will certainly 
never be wanting to those religious men, who as strong 
oarsmen, gladly yield their shoulders to excessive toils, 
at the nod of the Supreme Pilot of the Church, for the 
greater glory of God. 

And as a pledge of heavenly graces, as well as an 
earnest of Our paternal affection, from the fulness of 
Our heart We impart to you, beloved son, and to the 
instructors, students, and all those who in any way pro- 
mote the Biblical and Oriental Institutes, Our Apostolic 
benediction. 

Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s, the fourteenth day of 
September, in the year 1922, the first of Our Pontificate. 
Pius XI, Pope. 






Tercentenary of St. Ignatius and St. 
Francis Xavier 


Apostolic Letter of His Holiness Pope Pius XI to the V. Rev. 
Father Vlodimir Ledéchowski, General of the Society of Jesus, 
on the occasion of the third centenary of the canonization of 
Ignatius Loyola and Francis Xavier. 


Beloved Son, Health and Apostolic Benediction: 


HILE We are pondering, during these first days of 

Our Pontificate, how We can best procure for Holy 
Church a greater perfection in the lives of her children and 
their happy increase among the nations of the earth, which 
may be called the principal duties of Our charge, it 
happens opportunely that the memory of Ignatius Loyola 
and of Francis Xavier, in company with that of other 
Saints, is being renewed with great festivity, now that 
300 years have passed since their elevation to the ranks of 
our heavenly patrons. For the one, by God’s bounty, 
was given to the Spouse of Christ as a helper, at a time 
when she seemed to be entering upon a new epoch, and 
was plunged into the midst of a perilous struggle; the 
other, while with untiring efforts, spreading far and wide 
the light of the Gospel, was adorned with so many splen- 
did gifts of the Holy Spirit that he would appear to have 
been heir to that heroic zeal in which the first Apostles 
were preeminent. 

But the period of danger in which Ignatius came to 
the aid of the Church has not yet reached its end, since 
nearly all our present ills have sprung from this same 
root; and unto the Gospel of Christ to-day, if ever before, 
“a great and evident door is opened” (I Cor. XVI, 9), 
especially in that part of the world where Xavier toiled. 
It has therefore seemed fitting to Us, Beloved Son, in 
the interest not only of your Order, but also of the com- 
mon good, to write to you this letter in praise of your 
Father and law-giver, and of his most illustrious disciple: 
since it is of serious moment that the Christian name 
should prosper more and more by the guiding principles 
of Ignatius, and that Xavier’s protecting patronage 
should give new vigor to the propagation of this same 
Christian name. 
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Eminence in all forms of virtue is indeed .an attribute 
common to all who receive the honor of Sainthood at the 
hands of the Church; but yet, as “star differeth from star 
in glory” (I Cor. XV, 41), so are the Saints distinguished 
from one another in a marvelous sort of diversity, each 
standing forth conspicuous for some particular virtue. 
If we thus turn our eyes to the life of Ignatius, the one 
quality which beyond all others moves us to admiration 
is that noble generosity of a man that sought passion- 
ately the greater glory of God; who, deeming it not suffi- 
cient that he should be himself employed in all branches 
of the sacred ministry, and should embrace for the salva- 
tion of souls all the duties of Christian charity, gathered 
unto himself willing and zealous companions, forming a 
regiment ready at a moment’s notice, to advance the 
Kingdom of God among Christians and infidels alike. But 
to one who examines his life thoroughly and intimately 
it will be clear beyond doubting that it was the spirit of 
obedience which chiefly characterized him, and that the 
special office committed to him by God was to draw men 
to a more earnest practice of this virtue. 

For we see clearly from our knowledge of history con- 
temporary with Ignatius, that the source of all the evils 
which troubled the Church during that stormy period 
was man’s almost universal refusal to obey and to serve 
God. Chief among those who rejected this yoke of sub- 
mission to God were those who, measuring the norm of 
Divine Faith by each man’s private judgment, shame- 
fully rejected the authority of the Catholic Church. But 
besides these there were numberless others who, if not 
in open profession’ at least in their lives, seemed to have 
cast aside all reverence for Christ, the Son of God, and 
who lived rather as pagans than as Christians: as though 
with the revival of culture and letters there had sprung up 
something of the ancient superstition. Indeed, we may 
safely assert that, were it not for this unbridled license of 
thought and morals that spread its plague-breeding poison 
far and wide over Christian society, never would that 
heresy of the Reformers have broken forth from the very 
ranks of the Church. 

And so, when not only among the common Faithful, but 
even in the sacred order of the clergy, respect for the 
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laws of God was looked for in vain, and it appeared that 
the Reformation would tear many nations from the bosom 
of Mother Church wherever the bonds of faith had been 
loosened, there was one universal cry of petition to the 
Divine Founder of the Church, that, mindful of His 
promises, He would come to the assistance of His Spouse 
in this crisis. And when the time seemed proper to Him, 
He did come to her assistance in a wonderful manner, in 
the convocation of the Council of Trent. Moreover, He 
brought consolation to the Church His Spouse by inspir- 
ing those eminent examples of every virtue, Charles Bor- 
romeo, Cajetan da Thiene, Antonius Zaccaria, Philip Neri, 
Teresa and others, who were all to give evidence in their 
own lives of the never-failing sanctity of the Catholic 
Church, and who by their preaching, writing and exam- 
ple would crush the corrupt morals and ungodliness of 
that age. Great were their labors, and much did they ac- 
complish. But the hidden source of evil had to be torn 
up from its very roots, and for this task especially the 
Providence of God seems to have destined Ignatius. 


IGNATIUS AND THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES 


For he was, in the first place, of a character eminently 
adapted as well for obeying as for commanding, and this 
character from his very boyhood he had strengthened by 
a military training. Endowed, then, with such a spirit, 
in whose formation nature and training had concurred; 
when, once illumined by light from on high, he realized 
that the advancement of God’s glory by the saving of 
souls was his vocation, marvelous was the alacrity and 
eagerness with which he transferred his allegiance to the 
cause of his Heavenly King. Having determined to 
enter upon this, his new service, in true knightly fashion 
he kept his vigil of arms before the Virgin’s altar, and 
a short time later, in his Manresan retreat, learned from 
the Mother of God herself how he was to fight the bat- 
tles of Christ: here he received from Mary’s own hands, 
as it were, that perfect code of laws—for such we may 
truly call it—of which use should be made by every good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. We speak of those Spiritual Ex- 
ercises, which are said to have been committed to Ignatius 
from above. Certainly the other exercises of this nature, 
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commonly used by others, are not to be lightly esteemed; 
but in those which are observed according to the Ignatian 
plan, so wise is the disposition of every detail, so inti- 
mately connected is one part with another, that, provided 
one resists not God’s grace, they renew, so to speak, the 
innermost man, producing in him a true submission to 
the Divine will. Having therefore in this manner pre- 
pared himself for action, Ignatius undertook with these 
same means the training of the companions he had se- 
lected for his work: for he wished them to be models of 
obedience to God and to God’s Vicar, the Roman Pontiff, 
and ever to make the practise of this virtue the character- 
istic mark of his Society. And so he not only ordained 
that his children should habitually foster fervor of spirit 
in their own lives by these Exercises especially, but he 
armed them for all times with this same instrument, with 
which to recall to the Church the erring wills of men, re- 
establishing them in utter submission to the sway of 
Christ. 

And history indeed bears witness—nay, the very ene- 
mies of the Church dare not deny it—that the whole 
Catholic world, strengthened by the aid Ignatius had so 
seasonably provided, began speedily to recover its vigor; 
while it would be no easy task to recall the various great 
works of every kind wrought by the Society of Jesus, 
under the guidance and leadership of Ignatius, for the 
greater glory of God. One could see its tireless mem- 
bers victoriously beating back the arrogant heretic; de- 
voting themselves everywhere to the reform of corrupted 
morals; restoring the decadent discipline of the clergy; 
leading no small number to the very summit of Christian 
perfection. Many of them were occupied in training to true 
piety, and instructing in fine arts, a youth that was to be 
the hope of a posterity truly Christian; all the while 
they were distinguishing themselves in the conversion of 
the infidel, thus striving ever to spread by new con- 
quests the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 


RESULTS OF THE REVOLT FROM AUTHORITY 


We have touched the more readily upon these points, 
not merely because they are proofs of the Divine good- 
ness towards the Church, but also because they seem so 
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opportune for these unhappy times in which We have been ~ 
raised to the Chair of Peter. For if we trace back to 
their first beginnings the evils which afflict all mankind 
to-day, we are forced to declare that all had their rise in 
that lamentable revolt from the Divine authority of the 
Church, brought about by the Reformers. During the 
disquieting days of the eighteenth century, when the 
rights of man were so boldly proclaimed, this revolt gath- 
ered new strength, until to-day its principles are carried 
out to their ultimate consequences. On all sides we be- 
hold man’s faculty of reason insolently glorified; what- 
ever is above his physical powers or understanding, what- 
ever is not, to all intents, within the course of nature, is 
scornfully rejected. Nay, even the inviolable preroga- 
tives of God Himself, in public and in private, are ac- 
counted nothing-worth. But take away the first principle 
and source of all power, which is God, and it naturally fol- 
lows that there is no longer any earthly power whose 
name or authority is held in reverence. And consequent 
upon this rejection of the Divine authority of the Church, 
the foundations of all civil government in a short time 
were seen to give way and utterly collapse. For, in the 
ordinary course of human events, once the lawless and 
senseless passions of man are in the ascendent, all the laws 
of human intercourse fall an easy prey to corruption. 
However, now that the affairs of society are in such a 
distressing plight, there is no remedy—and all good men 
feel that there should be a remedy—that can, at present, 
be applied, unless a general submission to God and obedi- 
ence to His holy will be once more revived. Through 
all the varying fortunes of time and of circumstances, 
the first and foremost duty of man has ever been obedient 
submission to Him who is the Creator, Preserver and 
Lord of all; and as often as men fail in this duty, so 
often must they return to themselves, if they would re- 
establish an order shaken to its very foundations, and 
deliver themselves from all the miseries that lie heavy 
upon them. In fact, in this one point is summed up the 
whole of Christian life; and it is this, apparently, that 
the Apostle Paul means when he epitomizes the life of the 
Divine Redeemer in these few inspiring words: “He 
humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to 
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-the death of the cross” (Phil. II, 8). “For as by the 
disobedience of one man many were made sinners: so 
also by the obedience of one, many shall be made just” 
(Rom. V, 19). 

The Spiritual Exercises bring about, in an extraor- 
dinary manner, this return of man to obedience to God. 
Especially if they are followed according to the method of 
St. Ignatius, these Exercises inculcate perfect obedience 
to the Divine Law, with undeniable argument, founded 
on the eternal principles of reason and faith. It was 
with the hope, then, that their practise might become 
day by day more widespread, that in the Apostolic Con- 
stitution “Summorum Pontificum” We not only .once 
again recommended these Exercises to the Faithful, after 
the example of many of Our predecessors, but also named 
St. Ignatius of Loyola heavenly Patron of all spiritual 
exercises. _ For although, as We have said, there are not 
lacking other methods of observing the Exercises, still We 
are convinced that among them the method of St. Igna- 
tis is preeminent. Furthermore, as this method pre- 
sents a more secure hope of solid and lasting usefulness, 
surely it should enjoy a more generous approbation of 
the Apostolic See. If a great part of the Faithful make 
diligent use of this instrument of sanctity, undoubtedly 
in a short time the passion for unbridled liberty will be 
curbed, the consciousness as well as the observance of 
duty will be restored, and human society will obtain at 
last that long desired gift of peace. 


IGNATIUS AND XAVIER 


What has been said thus far pertains to the internal 
and domestic welfare of the Christian religion. What 
few words We now desire to add concerning St. Francis 
Xavier, pertain rather to the propagation of our faith 
among unbelievers. However, the work of Xavier is in- 
timately connected with the Ignatian method, which We 
have but now commended. Ignatius found Xavier wholly 
given to the vanity of human glory; he so changed him by 
his schooling that almost immediately he was able to send 
him to the distant East, a preacher and an Apostle of 
the Gospel of Christ. This marvelous change in Xavier 
is to be attributed to the efficacy of the Spiritual Exer- 
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cises. He traversed vast expanses of land and sea, not 
once, but many times; he was the first to carry the name 
of Jesus Christ into Japan, which has well been named 
the island of martyrs; he faced immense perils and bore 
incredible hardships ; he poured the saving waters of Bap- 
tism over the heads of thousands; finally, he performed 
every kind of miracle. And all this St. Francis himself, 
in his own letters protests he owes after God to Igna- 
tius, “the father of his soul,” as he was wont to call him. 
By Ignatius, in the holy retreat of the Exercises, he was 
imbued with the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 
And here We must praise the admirable goodness and 
wisdom of the Providence of God, who, at the very time 
when the Church not only was laboring from internal dis- 
orders, but also had suffered the loss of entire nations, 
prepared for her, by means of the Spiritual Exercises, 
and by them alone, a twofold defense of the greatest 
timeliness: Ignatius, to repair the domestic discipline, and 
Xavier, by joining distant nations to the faith of Christ. 
to compensate the losses suffered by the Church. This 
man was the first, for many a day, to renew the example 
of the Apostle. For he instructed barbarous nations with 
untiring labor, and by the example of his own eminent 
virtues inspired them to the practise of piety. By firmly 
establishing among these peoples the Christian religion, 
he opened to our missionaries vast regions, every ap- 
proach to which had until then been closed to them. This 
spirit of his he left primarily, as was natural, a legacy to 
his brethren, men who to this day, as we know, have not 
fallen short of his virtue, but rather have jealously 
guarded so precious a heritage. But the thought and re- 
membrance of Francis Xavier has ever been a source of 
inspiration not only to his brethren, but also to other mis- 
sionaries of the Gospel; wherefore he is declared, by a 
solemn decree of the Apostolic See, heavenly Patron of 
the work of the Propagation of the Faith. 

A study of our own times shows that, even as in the 
days of Xavier, the ancient faith, rejected with proud 
disdain by many of our own, seems to be turning to other 
peoples, who are eagerly yearning to welcome it. Indeed, 
we daily read in the annals of the Missions that the dis- 
tant fields of Africa and of Asia, sown with the seed of 
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the Gospel, are almost white unto the harvest, where- 
with the Church may richly indemnify herself for the 
losses she has suffered throughout Europe. The Faith- 
ful, too, are more ardently interested in Mission. work 
than ever before. It is our earnest desire, therefore, that 
such zeal—inspired, no doubt, by Divine grace—be every- 
where fostered by the example and patronage of Xavier; 
so that the Lord moved by the prayers of the Faithful, 
“may send laborers into His harvest,” and that all true 
Christians may help these laborers by devout prayers and 
generous offerings. 

Wherefore We implore you, beloved sons, members of 
the Society of Jesus, to cherish the sacred memory of 
your Founder and your oldest Brother. With them as 
your ideals, may you strive by ever continued service of 
the Church to add fresh glory to your Institute, so often 
and so highly commended by this Apostolic See. More- 
over, there is a twofold fruit that We would have you 
gather from this solemn centenary. The first is, that you 
strive daily more and more to make the Spiritual Exer- 
cises a source of profit to yourselves and to others. We 
realize that you have zealously begun—and that with very 
happy results—this work of retreats in behalf of the labor- 
ing classes. It is to be desired that your labors among 
all the other classes of human society meet with equal 
success. The second fruit is, the furtherance of Catho- 
lic mission work. For although your devotion and ef- 
forts quite unparalleled in the mission-fields have not 
escaped Us, as we well know that close upon 2,000 
members of your Society, scattered over almost forty 
missions, are spending their lives among the infidels, yet 
We pray, heart and soul, that God may strengthen and 
increase in you from day to day that same holy zeal. 

And that all this may succeed to the greater glory of 
God, to the advantage of Holy Church, to the salvation 
of souls, We most lovingly bestow, as a pledge of heavenly 
graces, and an earnest of Our fatherly affection, the Apos- 
tolic benediction upon you, Beloved son, and upon all the 
members of the Society of Jesus entrusted to your care. 

Given at Rome, at Saint Peter’s, the third day of De- 
cember, the Feast of Saint Francis Xavier, the year 1922, 
the first of our Pontificate. Prus XI, Pope. 





The Body of St. Francis Xavier 
From the “Catholic Herald of India,’ January 10, 1923. 


HE following notes were written after a careful in- 

spection by the writer of the body of St. Francis 
Xavier: The body lies in a wooden coffin of no particular 
pattern and is dressed in a chasuble embroidered with 
heavy pearls. The head is raised on a pillow at a sharp 
angle, the chin resting on the chest ; the left arm lies across 
the stomach, and the fingers have preserved the graceful 
curves affected by painters. 

The coffin stands in a silver mausoleum of elaborate 
style, open on the four sides, and what little light pene- 
trates through the panes, reveals a disappointing sight. 
At a first glance the saint’s head looks but an ordinary 
skull, with its cavities roughly filled in and its angles 
rounded off with brown clay. It is completely mummified. 
The sight damps that curious sensation of the miraculous 
with which one approaches the relic. But a closer in- 
spection, assisted by a jet of electric light from a pocket 
lamp, reveals details and even features which, though in 
no sense miraculous at the present day, are yet at least 
clear traces of a miraculous preservation in the past. 

An examination of the left side of the head reveals the 
following: The skull at the back and on the side is com- 
pletely bare, the suture of the bone over the ear being 
clearly visible. The left ear is gone, and over the earhole 
and partly covering the cavity of the temple and the left 
cheek the skin is still adhering, as thin as a film, crumpled 
up and peeling off at the edges. A thread runs through 
the skin, apparently a dry artery. The left eyehole is full; 
the eyelids are closely knit and fold towards a center as 
though they had been sucked in. There is a pocket or a 
swelling under the left corner of the eyelid, evidence that 
the eyeball has sunk. The bridge of the nose is strongly 
aquiline and perfect in shape, but the tip of the nose has 
collapsed and bears marks of injury. 

The right side of the head has the following features: 
The side of the skull is covered with dry skin, with a few 
thin locks of hair attached; a split along the temple has 
lifted the filling of the eyehole. The ear is still entire, but 
the cheek is knocked in and the edge of the skin hangs 
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loose over the cavity. This is one of the injuires that was 
inflicted on the body by clumsy diggers when the saint 
was buried a second time, in Malacca. The lower lip and 
the chin are gashed on the right side and seem detachable. 
Only the hand and the two feet look somewhat life-like 
and have preserved a faint-color of dry skin; but the skin 
of the hand is punctured and moldering; and one of the 
toes broke off this week at the repeated touch of the 
worshipers’ lips. The feet have preserved some elasticity, 
bending with little effort, and their skin yields to pressure 
like hard india-rubber. 

The conclusion seems to be inevitable that, though the 
preservation was supernatural in the past, it is not neces- 
sarily so in the present. At every exposition it is found 
that the body has undergone further deterioration, and 
the time may not be far off when, like all bodies, it will 
return to dust. 

This is perhaps too realistic a description, which would 
sound irreverent in the atmosphere of piety and devotion 
that surround this venerable relic. It was an inspiring 
sight to watch the thousands of pilgrims, rich and poor, 
from every land of India and the East, many of them 
crippled and crying in pain, who, for ten hours every day, 
filed through the gorgeous Jesuit Church of the Bom Jesu 
and touched those dead feet of the great Apostle. Among 
the many non-Catholics who joined the faithful in their 
devotion, the most prominent by their number and their 
piety were the Parsees. They did not disguise their feel- 
ings, which ran out all over them; they clung to the . 
marble steps leading up to the mausoleum, and stared 
with folded hands as though they saw a vision, until the 
hand of the military hustled them away. 





Protest of the Catholic Bishops of Jugo- 
Slavia to the Serbian Government 


Ween amid much enthusiasm and great rejoicing, 
we applauded the establishment of the sovereign 
State of Jugoslavia we thought it would be our home in 
which Serbs and Croats arid Slovenes would live as 
brethren, all enjoying the same rights and privileges. In 
particular, we were of the opinion that the Catholic Church 
would have no cause for complaint or suffer any curtail- 
ment or danger to her liberty of action. At the outset, 
we were assured of this by distinguished personages, high 
in the councils of government and State and we were all 
the more inclined to trust in these assurances because 
we believed then, as we believe now, that equality of 
rights and privileges for all is the only basis on which 
happiness, progress and contentment can be established. 
It was our thought that this was the belief of those who 
were charged with the responsibility for the direction of 
our affairs of State. In this, however, we were mistaken. 

It is not our business to occupy ourselves with politics, 
as such. Yet, as fathers and shepherds of our Catholic 
flock, it is our duty to give expression to our heartfelt 
pain because of the manner in which our political affairs 
are being conducted. The action on the part of our 
political leaders is such as to estrange more and more our 
citizens, one from the other. This condition is so aggra- 
vated that we now hear on all sides such words as “am- 
putation” and “separation” among a people who are of 
the same race and stock. We cannot refrain from speak- 
ing of all this because we feel that the unhappy situation 
of the Catholic Church in this country is the result of the 
unhealthy political conditions under which we are forced 
to live. And whoever he may be who really loves our 
united country will not be satisfied merely to utter com- 
plaint. He will endeavor to remedy the situation. We, 
as Bishops of the Catholic Church and God-anointed 
Shepherds of our flock have repeatedly drawn the atten- 
tion of the Royal Government to the various offenses and 
wrongs that have been inflicted upon our Church and our 
people, all of which has resulted in the creation of much 
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dissatisfaction among the Croats and Solvenes. In sub- 
stantiation of our efforts in this direction, we point to 
the several notes, addresses and memoranda which from 
time to time have been addressed to the competent author- 
ities. All have been unheeded. and went without result. 
Many of our protests were not even noticed or answered. 
However, the love which we owe to our country and our 
nation impels us to renew by means of this memorandum 
our efforts towards remedying the ecclesiastico-political 
conditions of Jugoslavia, which at present are hostile to 
the Catholic Church. 

The cultural program of the Royal Government aims 
directly at the abolishment of the Christian character of 
our school system. This has been shown in the Backa, 
in the Banat and in the Baranya where Catholic schools 
have been closed, one after the other. Catholic buildings 
have been appropriated to secular use and even the private 
property of Catholic religious Orders turned into Govern- 
ment schools and their owners, poor nuns, expelled. Cath- 
olic priests are prohibited from entering these schools and 
altogether, our Catholic schools have been degraded and 
secularized. The Archbishop of Zagreb and other Bishops 
have repeatedly protested against these wrongs but all to 
no avail. The Jugoslav Episcopate, as a body, protested 
vigorously against this action on the part of our Govern- 
ment on the fourth of May, 1921, and again on the twenty- 
third of September, 1921. In January of 1922 another 
protest was signed and delivered in which certain practical 
suggestions were offered looking to the settlement of this 
school question on the basis of an arrangement with the 
Catholic Bishops. 

To all these only one answer has been received. This 
came from the Minister for Public Instruction and was 
dated October 15, 1921, and informed us that all this 
destruction of our Catholic school system was carried out 
in accordance with the provisions of the “Public School 
Act” for the former kingdom of Serbia, dated April 19, 
1914, and which was extended by decree of August 20, 
1920, to the districts of the Backa, the Banat and the 
Baranya. We do not wish to question whether or not 
it is or was necessary to extend this act of the former 
kingdom to the new territories in which altogether differ- 
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ent conditions are to be found and wherein the legislation 
ought to be established with a view to the actual conditions 
and requirements. We wish to point out, however, that 
even the “Serbian School Act” admits of the establish- 
ment and maintenance of private schools as the minis- 
terial decree points out. All Catholic private schools were 
and are ready and willing to fulfil all the necessary legal 
conditions when informed of the same. The Sisters at 
Veliki Beckerek formally applied for permission to con- 
tinue their schools for 14,000 Catholics and expressed 
their willingness to fulfil all the necessary conditions de- 
manded by the ministry. This particular school had been 
in existence for more than forty-two years and yet, upon 
receipt of the Sisters’ application for permission to con- 
tinue this work the Ministry sent them a reply to the effect 
that “the Minister of Instruction does not consider it 
necessary to issue permission for the further continuance 
of this school as there is at Veliki Beckerek a government 
school, the principle of the ministry being not to allow 
any religious or national schools.” In spite of this the 
same ministry has permitted the 1,200 Jews of this same 
city to continue their Jewish confessional school. 

This experience is not without its value. It serves as an 
indication just what we may expect from the Ministry of 
Education and the new public school bill which has recent- 
ly been elaborated by the parlimentary commission. Here 
it is set forth that instruction in the elementary schools 
“is solely the matter of the State” and that all subjects 
even religion, are to be taught by “teachers appointed by 
the State.” All religious textbooks must be approved by the 
Minister of Religion. Private schools are permitted only 
in places where there are no State schools. We have there- 
fore to expect the same thing in all of Jugoslavia as has 
happened in Backa, the Banat and the Baranya. 

It should be noted again that against these principles in 
the education bill the president of our committee and two 
other members, Dr. Jeglic and Monsignor Aksamovic 
personally protested on behalf of the Catholic Hierarchy 
and on January 14 last delivered a formal note of protest. 
No answer has ever been received from this but we now 
read in the newspapers that the bill will shortly be intro- 
duced in the Parliament and passed. In view of this re- 
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port, we wish to repeat again the following passage from 
the note of protest: 

The Roman Catholic Church and the Roman Catholic parents 
can never renounce their rights in this most vital matter and 
will be compelled to resist in the sharpest and most intense man- 
ner any effort to curtail their educational liberties and rights. 
Whether this struggle is necessary or useful for our young 
country is a question which needs not to be answered. 

- Your hostile Government interferes even with the pure- 
ly internal life of our Church. This is seen from the con- 
stant interference and persecution of our Sodalities of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary which are purely religious and spirit- 
ual organizations and, as such, recognized throughout the 
civilized world. In Bosnia and in Herzogovina, the pro- 
vincial decree dated January 17, 1921, prohibits all stu- 
dents from being members of the Sodality under pain of 
expulsion from the school. 

The provincial Governments of Croatia and Slovenia 
have not been so drastic in their decrees but claim for 
themselves the right, in the face of the specific protest 
of the Catholic Hierarchy, to control and direct these 
Sodalities. We submit again that these Sodalities being 
purely religious organizations of the Holy Roman Cath- . 
olic Church are subject only to the authority of those 
charged with the responsibility of ecclesiastical affairs. 

Not even here has the protest of the Episcopate and 
of the whole Catholic body been of any avail. At the 
same time, organizations of “free thinkers” and organiza- 
tions of college boys without any responsible control what- 
ever are authorized and permitted to carry on and func- 
tion without any hindrance whatever. 

The decree of the Minister of Instruction, dated Jan- 
uary 19, 1920, commands that all college students join 
the JugoslavSokel organization for the purpose of being 
trained in the ideas of the Sokel which according to the 
writings of the leaders of the movement is an anti-religious 
and an anti-ecclesiastical organization. Here there is no 
attempt at control on the part of the authorities. Against 
this the Hierarchy has protested with both a note and a 
circular letter. Protests have been filed by the organiza- 
tion of Roman Catholic laity and by the Roman Catholic 
members of the Parliament. In reply to all this, the 





PROTEST OF JUGOSLAV BISHOPS 77 





Hierarchy received from the Minister of Instruction an 
answer purporting to defend the Sokels but admitting 
the possibility of abuse by individuals and requesting the 
Hierarchy to inform the Ministry should such abuses oc- 
cur. A similar answer was received in response to a 
complaint against abuses committed by certain school 
teachers charged with the task of religious instruction in 
the Banat and in Backa. When, in response to this re- 
quest, certain specific cases were brought to the attention 
of the ministry, the teachers not only were permitted to 
continue their work but were even promoted to higher 
places. 

Catholic priests who have apostatised and organized a 
formal revolution against our Church have openly received 
protection and aid from the provincial Government. This 
can be understood only in the sense that the Government 
is interested in this movement and, apparently, expects 
some advantages for itself resulting from the troubles 
inside our Church which tend to weaken her. We are only 
too pleased to say that we repeatedly received from the 
central Government at Belgrade promises of the opposite 
intent. But, against this, nothing has been done to remedy 
the situation. If this is permitted to continue we shall be 
forced to conclude that to somebody in our central Gov- 
ernment, ten apostate priests, without any religious 
stability, mean more than the Catholic Church. This, 
however, can hardly be to the interest of the Kingdom 
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

Two facts of recent occurrence ought to be mentioned. 
The provincial Government at Zagreb has issued on its 
own authority without any understanding with the eccle- 
siastical powers, a decree regarding school holy days and 
holidays. According to this decree, several feast days of 
the orthodox schismatic church must be celebrated 
even though not a single pupil in the school is of the 
orthodox confession. On the other hand for the Cath- 
olic youth, even the feast of their Heavenly Protector has 
been abolished. The time for confessions and for spirit- 
ual exercises has been fixed in such a way so that it is 
physicially impossible for the students to perform these 
most important works. At present it may be difficult for 
the Government to change this situation but it must be 
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done. May we ask: Is this necessary? And, are such 
provocations in the interest and to the peaceful advance- 
ment of our newly formed State? 

The decree of the Ministry for the Army and Navy, 
dated March 23, 1922, places the obligation for military 
service upon priests and students of sacred theology. The 
Serbian law has been extended over all the territory of 
the Kingdom without any thought as to the prudence of 
such a decree and without the permission of parliamen- 
tarian legislation. There has been no consultation with 
ecclesiastical superiors who are concerned most in this 
matter. 

Now, at the present time, endeavors are being made 
to bring about disarmament and to reduce all military ex- 
penditures in order that peace or a semblance of peace 
may be restored. This we submit is of paramount im- 
portance. We want peace as do all the nations of the 
world. But it appears that there is to be no peace. On 
the other hand, the desperate need in our Church for or- 
dained clergy is most pressing and forces us to protest 
emphatically and condemn this unjust ruling. In the Arch- 
diocese of Zagreb there are at present several parishes 
without either pastor or curate and there are many other 
parishes where old and worn priests are forced to labor 
without any assistance whatever. This year but two sem- 
inarists are completing their studies for the priesthood and 
now we find that both must undergo a two years’ course 
of military training before they will be permitted to take 
up their priestly work. If this situation is permitted to 
continue what will be the thought of a faithful people who 
constantly beg for more priests? 

And now, what shall we say of all this? It looks as if a 
general conspiracy had been set afoot in order to create 
as much dissatisfaction as possible. It is very easy to 
proclaim all these people, dissatisfied with public adminis- 
tration, as unreliable elements, separatists, defeatists, etc., 
but the real question is: Is this kind of statecraft pru- 
dent and sound and is this the way to establish a firm 
basis for the upbuilding of our new State? 

If we consider the material conditions of the Catholic 
Church in our country we are first puzzled by the execu- 
tion of the agrarian reform. How often has the Catho- 
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lic Episcopate demanded, verbally and in writing, a rem- 
edy for the wrong being done to the Catholic Church? 
We submitted a note of protest, dated May 6, 1921, which 
was not even answered. We know, however, that in 
September last, an order was issued returning to the 
orthodox Patriarch the estate at Dalie which had been 
seized. When this information reached us we addressed 
a new note to the ministry about the matter but so far have 
received no reply whatever. We now read in the “Hris- 
canski Zivot,” the publication of the parliamentary secre- 
tary, Dr. V. Janic, that all the property belonging to the 
orthodox monasteries and which were confiscated under 
the provisions of the so-called agrarian reform will be 
restored to their owners. 

When we were informed of the contents of the budget 
of the Ministry of Finance for the year 1922 we asked 
ourselves in amazement: Who is it that has been so 
audacious and cruel that he dares come out into the 
light with so open and despicable an injustice? The ex- 
penditure provided for the orthodox church is just about 
six times as large as that provided for the Catholic Church. 
All our ecclesiastical establishments of education are very 
heavily in debt. Our Catholic clergy are hungry and in 
great need and yet, in spite of all this, we have this rank 
injustice in the budget. Somebody seems really to have 
the purpose in mind of convincing us of the suspicion 
which we expressed in our note of protest of last Janu- 
ary 26, viz., that our confidence has been shaken in the 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in so far, at 
least, that all citizens and religious profession may claim 
the same rights and justice. 

Such proceedings against the Catholic Church, emanat- 
ing from above, the want of understanding of Catholic in- 
stitutions and Catholic life, the most baseless and stupid 
denunciations from below, besides attacks and calumnia- 
tions—all this is creating an atmosphere among the non- 
Roman Catholic portion of the nation which is constantly 
engendering unpleasant incidents of hostility and hatred 
against the Catholic Church, its clergy and its people. 
And yet, only this Roman Catholic Church and its clergy, 
by the greatest self-denial and sacrifices, saved our na- 
tionality in all its endangered places and has ever co- 





80 PROTEST OF JUGOSLAV BISHOPS 





operated and aided the cultural and economic progress 
of our people. 

Who is there who will help to the end that the words 
of the present day Minister Pribicevic pronounced in the 
historical sitting of the Croatian Diet on October 28, 
1918, may be realized? 

In this united State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs there must 
be a perfect equality. It ought never to be a question of using 
force with one or the other portion of the nation. Because fear 
or suspicion must not rise in one portion of the nation, even the 
smallest; throughout our nation every portion must enjoy equal 
rights and privileges, protection and sovereignty. If not, then 
this suspicion would create a situation of which our neighbors 
who surround us will undoubtedly profit. : 

Who, we ask, will bring about peace? We are ready 
to help knowing that only with peace will our country 
be strong and respected and Our Holy Roman Catholic 
Church able to fulfil undisturbed and unhampered her 
sublime mission. 








